
Clinical Interview – 3rd Grade


Set up:
Materials for Session:
· Base 10 blocks
· Counters
· Bar graph of pet data
· Judy Clock

Opening: 

I’m interested in finding out how it is you think about math.  Today I am going to ask you some math questions and I’m interested in how you think about them.  Some questions you might be able to figure out and some you might not.  I want to understand how you think about math so I am going to ask you to explain what you are doing and how you are thinking.  You are the expert, because only you know how you thinking about math.  You can use drawings or [manipulatives: chips, tokens, blocks, etc] to help you solve problems and explain how you are thinking. Do you have any questions?

Getting to know the student’s relationship with math:
· How is math going?  Are there things that you find easy / hard?

You can use these general prompts/questions  
After the student gives an answer (right or wrong):
· How did you figure that out?
· Can you tell me / show me how you did it?
· How do you know?
If student is stuck on a problem:
· How are you thinking about that?
· How could you try to figure that out?
· What makes this problem hard?
To probe further:
· If you were to explain your answer to one of your classmates, how would you show him/her?
· Counter suggestions: What if someone said the answers was __(incorrect answer only)___ would you agree or disagree?  Why?
Feedback / Encouragement:  (Do not provide feedback on the correctness of answers)
· You are doing a great job thinking really hard and explaining your thinking.
· This is really hard – you are doing great!



Counting & Cardinality

	CCSS Grade Level
	Question
	Was Question Asked?

	K
	Can you show me how you count starting at 1?
Prompts:
· How high do you think you would be able to go?
	

	K
	Can you show me how you count starting at 47?
	Yes

	1-2
	Can you show me how you count by 2s? by 5s? by 10s? (go past 100)
	Yes

	1
	Can you count backwards starting at 65?
	Yes

	2
	How would you count by 10s starting at 7?
	

	2
	How would you count by 10s starting at 430?
	

	3
	Can you skip count by 4s?
	


Operations & Algebraic Thinking

	CCSS Grade Level
	Question
	Was question asked?

	1-2
	How would you add 8 + 6=?
	Yes 

	1-2
	How would you solve 13 – 7=?
	Yes

	1
	(writes “5 = __ - 3”) How would you figure out what goes in the blank?
	

	3
	How do you think about solving a problem like 5 x 3 =
	Yes

	3
	How would you come up with a story problem / draw a picture that would help someone understand 5x7?
	

	4
	If you saw the sequence 1, 4, 7, 10, 13, 16, 19, 22, how would you figure out what came next? 
	



Number and Operation in Base 10

	CCSS Grade Level
	Question
	Was question asked?

	2
	For the number 476 – how would you explain what the 7 mean?  
If you had 467 and 476 how would you think about comparing these two?
Can you use a symbol to show which one is bigger?
	

	2
	How would you add 38 + 26 = 
	Yes

	3
	How would you add 475 + 168 + 242?
	

	3-4
	How would you solve the problem 234 – 57 = ?
	

	3
	How would you figure out 3x4=
	

	3-4
	How would you figure out 18/3=
	

	3
	5) If there are 7 bags of candy and each bag has 9 pieces of candy in it, how many candies do you have in all?
	

	4
	5) How would you solve 436 x 5=?
	

	4
	6) How would you solve 24 x 18 = ?
	



Measurement & Data
Materials: Graph and Judy Clock

	CCSS Grade Level
	Question
	Was question asked?

	2
	How would you figure out how many inches this pencil is?
	

	2
	If I drew this number line (put 0 and 4) where do you think 6 would go?
	

	2
	How would you figure out what time this clock says? (set to 3:40)
Prompts:
· How did you figure that out?
	

	3
	(clock set to 3:40) How would you figure out how long it would be before it was 5:00?
	

	3
	(Show favorite pets bar graph) How would you figure out
· What pet is most popular? 
· How many kids like that pet?
· How would you figure out how many more kids like horses than parrots?
	

	3
	If this was your garden, and each square was a square foot.  How would you figure out the perimeter? How would you figure out the area?
	



Geometry

	CCSS Grade Level
	Question
	Was question asked?

	2-3
	1) How would you draw a triangle?
Prompts:
· How do you know that is a triangle?
	

	2-3
	2) How would you draw a rectangle? 
Prompts:
· (draw different rectangle) Would you say that this is also a rectangle? Why?
	

	2-3
	3) Have you heard of the word pentagon before?  How would you draw that? 
	

	4
	How would you draw an angle that was 90 degrees?  180 degrees?
	



Fractions 

	CCSS Grade Level
	Question
	Was question asked?

	3
	How would you draw a picture of ½?
Prompts:
· How would you explain where the ½ is.
	

	3
	If 4 people wanted to share 3 brownies, how would you figure out how much each person would get?
· Can you name that amount as a fraction?
	

	3-4
	What if I was looking at this number line, what number would you say goes in this spot? (2/3)
	

	3
	How would you show how to share a pizza between 3 kids?
Prompts:
· What if someone shared a pizza like this – (e.g., 2/6).  Do you think that these kids get more, less, or the same amount?
	

	3
	If you had to compare 1/3 and 1/5 which would you say is larger?  Why?
	

	3-4
	If you had to compare 7/8 and 5/8 which would you say is larger? Why?
	

	4
	If you had to compare 2/3 and 1/5 which would you say is larger?
	

	4
	If you compared 4/5 and 7/8 how would you figure out which one is larger of if they are equal?
	




Closing: 
You did a really great job today explaining your thinking.  I learned a lot from you.  Thank you for all your good work. 
